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Contemporary impressionist Rick 
Reinert has built an illustrious 
career painting the sights of 

Charleston, South Carolina. He is also a 
local figure of the historic city, as he has 
painted from a location on King Street 
since 2011 and welcomes passersby to 
stop in and experience his art firsthand. 
Around the same time, Reinert decided 
to open up the space to include the 
work of other artists, becoming a gallery 
owner with his wife, Ann, in the process. 
Today, he operates three locations of his 
eponymous gallery, Reinert Fine Art, 

with two in Charleston and one in the 
mountain town of Blowing Rock, North 
Carolina, which opened in October 2015.

The first location, at 179 King Street, is 
devoted to traditional representational 
impressionism. One of the highlights 
of the space is its sculpture garden. “A 
lot of people are drawn to our location 
because it opens straight up in the back, 
and when the weather is nice we actually 
have easels out in the courtyard and it 
becomes an outdoor gallery,” Reinert 
describes. “We tried to design the gallery 
so when people walk in it will draw you 

right back. Then we have an upstairs that 
is a pretty magical place as well where we 
traditionally hang smaller works.”

When he’s at the original Charleston 
space, Reinert spends a lot of time in the 
sculpture garden. “I set up an outside 
studio and I paint all day long when I’m in 
Charleston. It’s visible because I open up 
the doors and people from the street can 
see me paint,” he says, adding, “There’s an 
awning that comes across and I can paint 
out there when it rains and traditionally 
that’s what I do. I keep trying to push 
myself in producing work. I’ve developed 
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my own style over the years. I try not to 
paint like anybody else.”

The second Charleston storefront is 
the newest of the three, having opened 
in September 2016 at 202 King Street. 
It features abstract expressionist and 
contemporary artwork. The Blowing Rock 
gallery offers a similar roster to the 179 
King Street location, but in a more intimate, 
seasonal setting. Peak season runs April 
through December, with the gallery open 
seven days a week; in the off months, the 
gallery is open five days a week.

Common to all three gallery locations 
is the unwavering passion from Reinert 
and his staff, helping to bring among the 
best art to collectors as well as quality 
service. Being an artist and a gallery 
owner has provided Reinert with a 
unique perspective. He understands the 
market from both sides and knows how 
to work with the artists he represents 
and treats them well accordingly. “Key 
to our success is our professional staff;  
Jason Stone, our director of galleries, 
works tirelessly to achieve the perfect 

balance between our artists and clients,”  
says Reinert. 

The galleries represent artists who 
are at the top of the field and who boast 
countless accolades and achievements, 
including several who are master 
members of Oil Painters of America and 
the American Impressionist Society. 

“It’s a process to see what fits with 
our clients and what appeals to them,” 
says Reinert, “and we always try to get 
something different. Every artist we 
represent has something unique to offer.” 

A look inside the Blowing Rock, North Carolina, gallery.

Impressionistic art fills the 179 King Street gallery. Visitors peruse artwork in the sculpture garden. Collectors at the 202 King Street Gallery.

From left: Jason Stone, director of galleries; Diana May; Megan Garner; and Rick and Ann Reinert with Lucy.

The sculpture garden at 179 King Street becomes an outdoor gallery with bronzes and paintings on view.
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 Calvin Liang
Calvin Liang was born in Canton, China. He began painting in 
high school and completed his art education at the Shanghai 
Academy of Fine Arts. Liang moved to the United States in 1987 
and continued his profession as a full-time artist. He had a long 
and successful career creating visual art for the entertainment 
industry in animation, which included Walt Disney Studios and 
Nickelodeon Animation Studio. Since leaving his animation 
career in 2002, Liang has definitely been noticed. He has won 
several top awards in important exhibitions, thus assuring his 
position as one of the nation’s leading artists.

Dan Beck
Wanderlust was Dan Beck’s primary motivation in the decade 
following his graduation from high school. Beck took to 
the road, working jobs that included being a ranch hand in 
Arizona, working construction in Florida, refinishing furniture 
in Louisiana and four years in the infantry. Wherever he went, 
Beck filled sketchbooks and journals for his own enjoyment. 
These sketches eventually led him to art school, after which he 
became a full-time artist. Since then, Beck has had numerous 
articles published about him and has won several national 
awards including Oil Painters of America’s National Juried 
Exhibition Gold Medal Award in 2011.

Sailing Along, oil on canvas, 20 x 16" The Traveller, oil on panel, 18 x 14"

“Calvin Liang is one of very few artists to 
reach Master recognition within American 
Impressionist Society and Oil Painters of 
America. The glow of his land- and seascapes 
truly captivates.” — Jason Stone, director of galleries

“Dan's paintings have incredible depth 
through his use of colors, brushstrokes and 
blending of edges. What really draws us to 
his work though is his subjects, particularly 
in his figurative works, as he paints them 
in a way that has us as interested in the 
subject as we are in the painting itself.” 

— Steve and Polly Eslinger,  
collectors, Raleigh, NC 

Photo by  
Ritsuko Stinson
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“Nancy’s paintings capture the soul of the subject whether 
it’s a beautiful still life or landscape. When painting 

children, she catches the true essence and personality of 
the child...it’s amazing.” — Karen S., collector, Atlanta, GA

Nancy Franke
Nancy Franke began painting as a child 
in Pennsylvania, studying with prominent 
watercolorist Glenn Brougher. That light-filled 
aesthetic has remained in her current approach 
to oils. Inspired by the color and movement of 
flowers, dappled light or the truth and gesture of 
the figure, Franke has made a bold and simple 
approach to these subjects her trademark. She has 
studied with prominent contemporary painters, 
and has been influenced by the expressive 
brushwork, color and light in the work of the 
Russian Impressionists. A signature member of 
Oil Painters of America since 2010, Franke is a 
popular workshop instructor and enjoys traveling 
to Maine and Provence with fellow artists.

Neil Patterson
At age 12, Neil Patterson’s dream to become an oil painter 
was born after he visited the National Gallery of Canada in 
Ottawa. On his 13th birthday, he received his first oil paints 
and has been painting ever since. 

Patterson began his formal art training at the University 
of Calgary and the Scottsdale Artists’ School. He was 
the first Canadian to become a signature member of 
Oil Painters of America and to attain the status of OPA 
Master Signature member. Patterson has served on the 
board of directors for the Oil Painters of America in many 
capacities, most notably as president for six years. 

His work has been published in numerous books, 
magazines and newspapers. His most notable awards 
include the Golden Brush Award for his dedicated service 

to OPA and the Everett Raymond Kinstler 
award for his painting Spring Thaw.

Quicksilver Roses, oil, 15 x 27"

Magnolia Plantation, oil, 24 x 30"

“When I realized the title of the painting was After the 
storm, it evoked various emotions. The first time I laid 

eyes on the painting it spoke to me immediately and I was 
drawn to it over and over again...I love it and find solace in 

the colors and landscape.” — Barbara H., collector
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Heather Arenas
Heather Arenas’ grandmothers were both artists and her 
parents provided her with various art supplies growing up, 
teaching her to appreciate many art forms. Today, Arenas 
works in oils and prefers figurative work, but she enjoys 
painting many different subjects. Her education includes 
an independent study of reading books on drawing and 
painting and taking workshops from artists such as Vadim 
Zanginian, Kim English and Clayton Beck III. While earning 
a degree in biology with emphasis on anatomy in the early 
1990s, she also studied art history and ceramics.

Arenas is a Master Signature artist with 
Women Artists of the West, a Signature 
member of the Plein Air Artists of 
Colorado and an associate member 
of several other art organizations.

Field Trip to the Museum, oil on birch, 14 x 18"

“Heather’s work is distinctive and 
recognizable. With variable brushstrokes, 

she is able to achieve total cohesion.” 
— Rick Reinert, owner

Tranquil End, oil on linen, 16 x 20"

“Michael’s paintings are both captivating and inspiring. They 
have a great sense of time with a deep relevance, which enables the 

viewer to place themselves in the painting.”
— Mike Reynolds, collector, Wilkesboro, NC

Michael Cyra
Michael Cyra grew up in Wisconsin in a family of artists and 
engineers. His talent for art was noticed at a young age when 
he could accomplish his mother’s art lesson plans designed 
for children twice his age. Cyra studied art in high school 
under the independent study of his instructors, finding a 
passion for drawing, painting and photography. 

After high school, Cyra earned a marketing degree from 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and later an MBA from 
Wake Forest University. His professional pursuits put painting 
on the back burner, but his camera has never left his side.  

After moving to Charleston in 2003, Cyra had the 
urge to paint again. He sees many parallels 

between painting and photography, but it is 
with his brush that he feels he has found a 
medium that enables him to share the mood 

and atmosphere in his mind’s eye—beyond 
what the camera can achieve.
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Gentle Thoughts, oil on silk on panel, 24 x 20"

“We are thrilled 
with your work! It 
is timeless! Your 
color rendering 
and modeling  
are superb.”  

— Alison and Stu  
Johnston, collectors  

Lisa Andrews
Painting is a meditative process for artist Lisa Andrews. She 
says, “First comes the thrill of inspiration, then the rational 
effort to design a pleasing composition. Then I bring my 
vision to life in a slow and contemplative way.”

Drawing and painting have been a lifelong passion for 
Andrews, but the passion endured many detours. She earned an 
MBA, cared for a wonderful family and built a successful design 
consulting business. However, she never let go of her first love.

“Over the years, I was privileged to take intensive drawing, 
painting and anatomy workshops with a number of master 
artists. Extensive independent research in museums and 
galleries furthered my knowledge of fine traditional painting,” 
Andrews says. “Continually painting from life and completing 
a variety of commissioned works during those years gave me 
great joy. It continues to drive me to produce elegant and  
well-crafted work for my clients.”

Come Sit by the Fire, oil on canvas, 24 x 24"

Karen Lawrence  
“My paintings of interiors depict the rich stories of people’s 
lives,” says artist Karen Lawrence. “I am intrigued by how they 
live. Warm lamplight, an overstuffed chair by the fireplace or 
sunlight streaking across the floor beckon me. After painting 
in watercolor for many years, I discovered oils. I love their lush 
pigments that bring value to my interiors.”  

Lawrence paints every day in her studio near other artists, 
which is something she enjoys. She has been juried into Oil 
Painters of America’s national and regional shows, as well as 
national exhibitions of the American Impressionist Society. 

“We were immediately captured by [Karen’s] 
‘soft interiors’ style that so fits our love of 
old home places from earlier times. Her work 
reminds us of childhood stairwells, parlors 
and sitting rooms of friends and relatives.” 

— Don Ward and Sharon Howard, collectors
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Red Bar, oil, 20 x 24"

“[Paul Cheng’s] bold strokes and strong colors jump off the 
canvas. His work blurs the lines between impressionism 

and abstraction, and the result is visually stunning.” 
— David and Shreita Powers, collectors

Paul Cheng
Paul Cheng was born and grew up in Guangzhou, China, 
where he studied at Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, 
one of the country’s most prestigious fine art schools. He 
received his Bachelor of Fine Arts and also taught at the 
same academy. His paintings have been exhibited at many 
different fine art competitions in China, Australia and the 
United States. 

He has become an award-winning artist, having received 
prizes such as the Seascape Honorable Mention at the Oil 
Painters of America’s 23rd annual National Juried Exhibition. 

Cheng has worked for main entertainment companies 
as a visual development artist and as an art 
director in Australia and the United States. 

The projects he has worked 
on have been nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best 
Animated Feature and won 

an Emmy award.

Michigan Avenue in the Rain, oil on linen on panel, 12 x 12"

“Bill’s masterful use of brushstrokes and beautiful colors in his 
paintings make them sing to me.” 

— Linda McDonald, collector 

William A. Schneider
Art ran in William A. Schneider’s family. His great-grandfather 
was a noted sculptor who created the terra-cotta ornaments 
used on Louis Sullivan’s buildings. Schneider’s skills were 
honed at the American Academy of Art in Chicago and through 
workshops with Dan Gerhartz, Harley Brown and Richard 
Schmid, among others. 

His work has received top awards in numerous exhibitions 
including those of the International Association of Pastel 
Societies, Oil Painters of America, the Pastel Society of 
America, and at the Bosque Art Classic. He was awarded 
Signature status in Oil Painters of America. In addition, 

Pastel Society of America has recognized him 
as a Master Pastelist, the International 

Association of Pastel Societies has named 
him to the Masters’ Circle and American 

Impressionist Society named him a 
Master Signature member. 
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Zhiwei Tu
In 1980, Zhiwei Tu had the opportunity to visit Tibet, 
where he learned about the people and their customs. This  
has allowed him to capture their essence with accuracy 
using his oils and brushes. 

Tu says that when he first saw the people of Tibet, “their 
eyes looked though my heart” and “From their eyes, I got 
many feelings and emotions. They had a lot of questions in 
their eyes.” Had he not visited Tibet, Tu says he would not 
have gained “the right knowledge of what and who they 
are.” The experince provided the artist with true feelings 
and an understanding of Tibet.

Tu is a Master Signature member of the Oil Painters  
of America.

“It is an extreme honor to 
represent Zhiwei Tu. He is one 
of the world’s most important 

artists and most countries 
consider Zhiwei Tu [to be]  
‘A Living Grand Master.’” 

— Jason Stone, director of galleriesThe Zhiwei Tu Art Museum opened to the public in October 2013.

Strong Boy, oil on canvas, 16 x 20"

“Few artists can capture the mood and mysteries 
of our Lowcountry landscape like Mark Beale. 
Feelings of peace, serenity and calm resonate 

from any Mark Beale creation” 
— Megan Garner, assistant gallery director

Mark Beale
Mark Beale grew up exploring the rivers of Tidewater, 
Virginia, and by age 14 was attending workshops given by 
Barclay Sheaks. He went on to study studio art and biology 
at the University of Virginia and moved to Charleston in 
1989 where he developed a style influenced by 19th-century 
tonalist painter George Inness. Beale often depicts the 
coastal landscape, accessible only by boat, during times of 
changing light such as sunrise, sunset, twilight  
and moonrise.

He has worked to extend 
Inness’ philosophy of 
eschewing surface detail 
and brushstrokes for a more 
atmospheric style, which 
conveys emotion to the 
viewer and gives the work 
an elevated, spiritual quality. 
Beale’s awards include 
two from the National 
Parks Foundation’s two-
year traveling exhibition, 
participating in numerous 
national and museum shows across the country, and 
exhibiting at New York’s historic Salmagundi Club where 
the originators of tonalism have exhibited since 1870. A 
lifelong student, Beale continues to study our emotional 
connection to nature.

Reflections of the Day, oil on canvas 24 x 36"
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Olga Krimon
Olga Krimon received her formal art education in Russia, but 
has continued to develop as an artist through classes with 
Jeremy Lipking, Glen Orbik and a dedicated self-study. 

Krimon finds beauty in the way the light reflects off the 
wooden surface, the hair merges with the background, the 
contrast of warm and cool subtleties in the model’s skin, and in 
the thickness of the stroke itself. Her paintings pull the viewer 
into the world she creates through a calculated compositional 
arrangement. The movement of form and line makes the 
paintings breathe. While grounded in the Russian academic 
tradition, Krimon’s paintings present a new contemporary 
interpretation of reality that is uniquely hers. 

Feminine, oil on linen, 18 x 20"

“Every brushstroke by Olga Krimon captures 
the soul of her subject—the innocence of a 
child, the ‘life’ in still life and the passions 

and frailties that are within all of us.” 
— Jason Stone, director of galleries

Mike Wise
Mike Wise grew up an outdoor enthusiast, surrounded by 
the beauty of the Pacific Northwest. Throughout his life, 
the extraordinary coastlines, deserts and mountain ranges 
of the landscape have provided endless inspiration. Wise 
is best known for his rich landscapes, his sculptural use of 
oils, and the lush color and texture that give his paintings 
a distinct three-dimensional feel. Wise has studied under 
several prominent painters, has learned from many of his 
contemporaries and is an avid student of the Old Masters. 

He is an Oil Painters of America Signature member 
and a member of the American Impressionist Society. 
He received the Bronze Medal at the 2015 OPA National 
Juried Exhibition and the Award of Excellence at the 
OPA Western Regional Exhibition in 2016, among others. 

Mountain Oasis, oil 24 x 36"

“A master of color and brushwork, Mike 
achieves clarity and depth through thick 

impasto against dark, linear strokes. He is in 
total control of his medium, giving the viewers 

the feeling of complete freedom.” 
— Rick Reinert, owner
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Alice Kiderman
Russian-born artist Alice Kiderman initially trained as a linguist and 
educator before gradually changing her career path and following her 
passion for sculpture and stone carving. Kiderman says, “It’s an incredible 
journey…from inspiration, frustration to exhilaration in no particular order.”

Kiderman has been featured in numerous publications and museums 
exhibitions, while her works are in public and private collections in the 
United States and Europe. M.J. Albacete, former executive 
director at Canton Museum of Art, says Kiderman depicts 
“…the globular, pulsing, throbbing, evocations of human 
emotion in sculpture.”

Art critic Tom Vachunas says, “Kiderman’s forms come 
from a softer, more subtly distilled and mysterious 
place, with a clearly soulful respect for the nature of her 
chosen material.”

American Gothic Revisited, Carrara marble and steel, 32 x 12 x 4"

“These masterpieces are works we know, 
works that have left an imprint on our 
collective consciousness, and they call 
out to us again when we encounter them 
in Kiderman’s sculptures.” 

— Laura H., independent curator

Pearl Dusk, oil on canvas 20 x 24"

“I find a simplicity and ethereal beauty in the landscapes of Carolyn 
Anne Crocker.  Carolyn’s paintings draw me in with their pure 

romantic essence, of places captured somewhere in time.” 
— I. Goldstein, president of Jerry’s Artarama, Raleigh, NC

Carolyn Anne  
Crocker (Rue)
The studio of landscape painter Carolyn Anne Crocker 
is situated high in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina. Inspired by the works of Inness and Turner, 
she is drawn toward scenes that have a sense of mystery. 
Evening light and the distant horizon are evocative 
themes she renders in the Hudson River School aesthetic.

Born in Southern California, her first teacher was 
her mother, impressionist Marilyn E. Crocker, who 
painted throughout California and the southwest. She 
later received extensive training at the Los Angeles Art 
League, which was followed by 
independent study afield with 
contemporary masters.
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“Jill Basham’s mastery of sense of place and 
her ability to capture skies to evoke both feeling 

and space is second to none. The persona of each 
landscape we own is perfectly captured giving one 

the sense of being at that place and time.”  
— Lillian and Gene Ansley, collectors, Atlanta, GA

Jill Basham
Jill Basham is recognized for her emotionally charged 
landscape paintings. While her subject matter varies from 
urban to country or ocean, of paramount importance are 
the feelings she hopes to evoke from the viewer. Basham 
works in plein air as well as in her studio. Often her work is 
based on simple, strong design and quiet, calming colors 
that are typically tonal in nature. Her brushstrokes and paint 
application varies depending on the mood she would like 
to translate. She uses traditional and nontraditional tools to 
create her paintings.

Basham’s work is quickly gaining recognition, and 
subsequently increasing in value. She had won awards in 
numerous national competitions and exhibitions, and she has 
work in the permanent collection of an accredited museum.

Sense, oil on linen canvas, 48 x 60"

Frank Baggett
Born on July 11, 1956, in Tennessee, Frank Baggett is 
a nationally recognized landscape and wildlife artist 
with more than 50 years of experience. After four years 
and a major in art during high school, Baggett entered 
the United States Air Force in the Vietnam era. While 
stationed at Norton Air Force Base in San Bernardino, 
California, he continued his love of painting. After his 
discharge from the Air Force, his impressionistic style 
was refined and became his trademark. 

The love of the outdoors has drawn Baggett to 
plein air works, and many of his pieces capture 

that one moment in time when the lighting 
was just right. Baggett attempts to bring the 
actual feelings of nature into his works, often 

using the area around his studio as reference 
for plein air and studio paintings. 

Take Me Home Country Road, oil on canvas, 24 x 36"

“Mr. Baggett masterfully captures light and 
shadow and works them into his palette. His 

technique creates a level of presence rarely seen.” 
— Erich Smith, collector
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